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• 88% of all field encounters occur at less
than 40 feet (12.2m)
(70% occur at less than 30 feet, 9.1m)

• 52% of the impacts will strike the abdomen
or chest area
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How Far is Far Enough?How Far is Far Enough?

Generally, an edged weapon can be considered lethal
if the suspect is within 21 feet, (7 meters).
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Edged Weapons

~21 Feet
(7 Meters)

Thrown Objects

~60 Yards
(50 Meters)



Blunderbuss AgeBlunderbuss Age
Every single device is encumbered with major

shortcomings
• Range, effectiveness, decontamination, cross-

contamination,
• Use the advantages of one to offset the

shortcomings of another
• Learn from the mistakes of others, you’ll

never live long enough to make them all
yourself!
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• A paradox in that the user of less lethal
options often finds himself trying to spare
the life of the person trying to kill him!
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